
Physiotherapists are self-regulated, autonomous professionals whose expertise
spans health promotion, disease prevention, and the assessment and
management of physical function. They help people maintain mobility,
independence, and quality of life while preventing or managing impairments,
activity limitations, and participation restrictions. 

With recognized strengths in musculoskeletal (MSK), cardiorespiratory, and
neuromusculoskeletal health, physiotherapists are well-positioned to support
accessible and effective primary care systems. However, in recent years, multiple
Canadian jurisdictions have curtailed funding for outpatient physiotherapy,
reducing access and amplifying health care service and outcome inequities. 

The federal government’s commitment to establishing a Task Force for Public
Health Care Innovation is an important step toward modernizing health care in
Canada. To be effective, this task force must include representation from across
the full spectrum of primary care providers, including physiotherapy
professionals. 
 
Given the profession’s measurable impact on health systems, health outcomes
and the economy, inclusion of physiotherapy leaders will ensure that the task
force leverages the full potential of physiotherapy to advance care and reduce
system strain.
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Physiotherapy professionals bring unique competencies that expand health care
access, advance equity, and improve quality of care. When included as integral
members of health workforce planning and innovation tables alongside other
professions, as well as they bolster efficiency and effectiveness in care delivery. 

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS BRING VALUE AND
UNIQUE COMPETENCIES FOR MADE IN
CANADA SOLUTIONS THAT ENHANCE

HEALTH CARE PLANNING, PRIMARY
CARE TEAMS AND HEALTH INNOVATION

Include physiotherapists at the table as key leaders and innovators on the Task
Force for Public Health Care innovation. This will ensure that the Task Force can
optimize the full potential of Canadian-grown health care solutions for people in
Canada. 

Create a Nationally Unified Scope of Practice for Physiotherapists 
Include physiotherapy professionals as key contributors on the 
Task Force for Public Health Care Innovation
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